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MELBOURNE CANOE POLO LEAGUE 2019 

Brunswick Baths, Brunswick 3056 

Canoe Polo Victoria welcomes you to the upcoming season of the Melbourne Canoe Polo 

League. The Melbourne CPL is the home of Polo in Melbourne and we look forward to yet 

another incredible season for 2019. This year there have been a number of changes including 

a change in venue and playing hours and we appreciate you taking the time to read this 

document to find out all the information you need for this upcoming season. We are excited 

to join you on the water and here’s to a strong, competitive, and social 2019.  

Regards,  

Canoe Polo Victoria Technical Committee 

 

LOCATION 
The 2019 Melbourne CPL will be held at the Brunswick Baths, 14 Dawson Street, Brunswick 

3056.  

DATES 
The Melbourne CPL will run over the following dates: 

Introductory Cocktail Competition – Tuesday 23rd April 

Come and Try / Introduction session – Wednesday 24th April 

Season starts – Tuesday 30th April 

Season ends – Wednesday 18th September 

Mid-Season Break – Tuesday 2nd July until Wednesday 10th July (inclusive) 

COMPETITION HOURS 
The 2019 Melbourne CPL will run from 8pm – 9:45pm. There will be 4 games per night with 

the first game starting at 8:10pm. All players will need to be out of the pool no later than 

9:45pm, and out of the facility by 9:55pm.  

ENTRY TO FACILITIES 
Entry to the Brunswick baths for the Melbourne CPL will be via the front entrance of the 

facility, where reception will let you through into the building. We will be using the outdoor 

pool located at the far end of the facility. The showers and change rooms are on your right at 

you enter the building. 

If you are bringing your own boat to the pool, access will be strictly through the rear of the 

facility at the end of Phoenix Street opposite Woolworths. There is an access gate, which will 

be opened at 7:45 each night to allow access for boats into the pool. Under no circumstances 
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are boats to be brought through the main entrance of the pool. If the rear gate is not open on 

arrival, please call reception on 9381 1840 and someone will come and open the gate for you. 

EQUIPMENT 
As with previous seasons, all equipment required for participation in the sport is provided 

complimentary as a part of your team entry fee. All equipment will be stored at the end of 

the pool farthest to the change rooms. There is an outdoor storage area where the boats and 

paddles will be located, with helmets, spray decks, and PFDs being located on shelving in the 

shed. Please note that while we endeavour to provide everyone with equipment to use on the 

right, from week to week there may be higher demand for boats and equipment than the gear 

at the centre can cover. Please be respectful to your fellow players and give them any 

equipment they may request for their game. 

In addition to player equipment, the floating goals and weights, rubber matting, scoreboards, 

and additional duty equipment required to run the nights will be located in the same storage 

areas.  

SETUP 
Setup of the pool can start from 7:45pm, with the pool being empty from swimmers by 8pm. 

The lifeguards on duty will then remove the lane ropes and drag them to the side of the pool 

ready for use. The pool will be used until 9:45 at which point we should be out of the pool and 

packing away our equipment and getting changed ready to be completely out of the facility 

by 9:55pm. Teams on setup should arrive by 7:45 to ensure the goals are setup on the side of 

the pool ready to be moved into place as soon as the lane ropes are removed.  

The teams on setup for the night will be required to do the following: 

 Collect the key to the storage area from reception. 

 Unlock both the storage area and the storage shed. 

 Setup the floating goals. These will be kept in the storage area in two parts, the base 

and the uprights/goals. The uprights will just need placing into the base and fixing 

into place with the bolts. In addition a rope is then tied from the back of the goal 

down to the rear of the base and weights are placed on the back of the base. The goal 

can then be floated out into the water and the rope used to adjust the goal to the 

correct height above the water. The goals are then put in place using rubber weights 

on the bottom of the pool. Additional instructions on how to set up the goals will be 

located at the pool with the goals. 

PLEASE NOTE: the base of the goals is made from fiberglass and is not particularly 

strong; the goals should at no point be dragged across the ground as this will result 

in damage. If you see the goals being dragged please assist in carrying the goals to 

avoid damage and then report the incident to a CPV committee member present.  

 Setup rubber matting along the edges of the pool at the ends of the pool outside the 

playing area. As part of our agreement with the Brunswick Baths, we are to use the 

matting at the points where we will be entering and exiting the pool to avoid damage 

to the edge of the pool. Please ensure when you get onto the water that you use areas 
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covered with matting, and that you enter and exit your boat while it is on the water. 

There should be no launching off the edge of the pool under any circumstances. 

 Setup the duty table with scoreboard and timing. Please keep an eye on the weather 

and setup the table undercover if there is a chance of rain. 

 Setup of cones to mark end lines, 6m area, and halfway line. 

The teams on pack-up for the night will be required to do the following: 

 Remove the floating goals from the water. Disconnect the rubber weights and take 

the weights and rope off the back of the base. Then disconnect the uprights out of the 

base of the goal and place all parts of the goal away in the storage area. Please 

remember to put the bolts back into the upright poles so they are not misplaced. 

 Once everyone is out of the pool, remove the rubber matting from the edge of the pool 

and pack away. 

 Pack away cones 

 Pack up duty table including scoreboard and timing and place in storage shed. 

 Ensure all equipment has been returned and put away in the correct place and lock 

up both storage areas 

 Return key and exit facility by 9:55 

DUTY / REFEREEING 
Refereeing of Melbourne CPL games will follow the 2019 ICF Canoe Polo Rules. There are a 

number of updates from the previous rules so teams are requested to ensure they are 

familiar with these changes before the season starts. The 2019 ICF Canoe Polo Rules can be 

located here: https://www.canoeicf.com/sites/default/files/rules_canoe_polo_2019.pdf.  

Two teams, who will provide a referee each and also assist with the operation of the timing 

and scoring system, will conduct duty. Details on how to use the scoring and timing systems 

will be located with the equipment. It is important that duty teams are ready to go at their 

assigned time to ensure games are started on time to not delay the evening. If games do start 

late, the timing of games should be shortened at the discretion of the teams on duty. Please 

ensure all games are adjusted so the players in the final game on the night do not end up 

playing an incredibly short game. 

One member of the duty teams will be assigned the role of first aid. This will to be to provide 

minor first aid (for injuries such as cuts, bruises, or jarred fingers) in any instance where it is 

required. Any serious injuries and incidents that would require treatment or emergency 

services will be the responsibility of the lifeguard on duty and the management team of the 

Brunswick Baths. The duty team member in the role of first aid will also work with Michael 

Jarmon (Tuesday nights) and Larry Robb (Wednesday nights) as appointed first aid officers 

on their respective nights. 

TEAM ENTRIES 
Team entries for the 2019 Melbourne CPL are available to be entered from now until Friday 

26th of April. Entries will be via the Melbourne CPL page on the Canoe Polo Victoria website: 

https://www.canoeicf.com/sites/default/files/rules_canoe_polo_2019.pdf
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https://www.canoepolovictoria.com/melbourne-cpl. All players are required to be a member of 

a canoeing or outdoors club affiliated with Paddle Victoria / Paddle Australia. Any 

international players are required to be a member of a club affiliated with an ICF national 

federation and can provide evidence of insurance cover if requested by Paddle Victoria. 

TEAM FEES 
The following team fee structure applies for the 2019 Melbourne CPL: 

A, B, and C Grade - $1500 per team upfront, or 2 x $800 half-season payments. 

Novice Grade - $1300 per team upfront, or 2 x $700 half-season payments. 

INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS / COME AND TRY PARTICIPANTS 
Individual players who are interested in participating in the Melbourne CPL but do not have 

a current team should contact Canoe Polo Victoria prior to the season start to be put in touch 

with a team. Anyone who is interested in coming and playing a one-off game is more than 

welcome at a rate of $20 per night. Contact can be through the contact us page on the CPV 

website, or any of the contact methods listed at the bottom of this document. 

Players who are looking to try the sport for the first time can come and give it a go for the 

same rate of $20. The player will also have to fill out an additional form to cover them under 

Paddle Australia’s day license program. This will give them insurance cover to try canoe polo 

for a maximum of three sessions before membership with an affiliated canoeing or outdoors 

club is required. Canoe Polo Victoria reserves the right to waive the $20 fee to come and try 

the sport for any Brunswick Baths or Active Moreland membership holders who present 

their membership card to a committee member. 

On Wednesday nights the shallow end of the pool will also be available for paddlers looking 

to practice or get coaching on rolling and various other paddling and polo-specific techniques. 

This is available for all Melbourne CPL players, and come-and-try participants (for their 

respective night). External persons looking to utilise this can do so for a nominal fee and 

should contact CPV prior to the night through a contact method listed at the end of this 

document. 

CONTACT 
For any additional information or clarification, please contact the CPV Committee via 

events@viccanoepolo.org. For any specific contact or in case of emergency, please find a list of 

contacts below. 

Emergency Services – Dial 000 

Brunswick Baths Reception – 03 9381 1840 

Jade Kerber – Melbourne CPL Director – 0429 638 819 

Paddle Victoria – Membership/Insurance – 03 9020 2750 / executive_officer@paddlevic.org.au  

https://www.canoepolovictoria.com/melbourne-cpl
mailto:events@viccanoepolo.org
mailto:executive_officer@paddlevic.org.au

